-- Significant Dates –

A History of Toronto’s air shows

· WWI 
After the First World War, Toronto holds its first air shows at different venues, under 

the sponsorship of various flying clubs. 

· 1919
The first public exhibition of formation flying in Canada is held over the CNE waterfront.

· 1939
The first recorded and formally organized show by today’s standards is held in August 

also over the CNE waterfront. Participants are mostly military.

· WWII
Air shows are held sporadically during the war years.

· 1946  
The first air show after the Second World War, the Toronto International Air Show, is 

sponsored by the National Aeronautical Association of Canada and held at de Havilland Airport in Downsview, Aug. 30 - Sept. 7.

· 1948  
The air show moves to Malton and is sponsored by the Toronto Flying Club until 1954. 

· 1949 
The air show moves to Exhibition Park, giving it the distinction of being the largest air 

show in the world to perform entirely over water. It is held in early summer.

· 1955
The air show officially becomes the Canadian International Air Show and is presented by 

the City of Toronto. 

· 1956
The CIAS officially becomes a part of the Canadian National Exhibition and begins 

performing over Labour Day weekend. 

· 1993/4
The CIAS hosts a Photo Walking Tour at Lester B. Pearson Airport.

· 1996/7
The CIAS hosts a full static display at Lester B. Pearson Airport.

· 1996
The CIAS becomes independent from the CNE. 

· 1999
The CIAS celebrates 50 years of performing over Toronto’s waterfront. 
